announced that the ninth place would be given to Louise
de Queroualle.

Greatest popular interest was centered upon the Duke
of York, who had been suspected of Popery for some time.
His wife, who had wielded enormous influence over his
slow mind, had died a Catholic, to her exiled father's great
grief. For two years James had refrained from taking com-
munion according to the rites of the Church of England.
Even between the passing of the Act and the day set for
taking the Test, he absented himself from Church cere-
monies which Charles attended. At last the day came and
to the consternation of all high-minded Protestants, the
heir to the throne resigned all his offices and commands
rather than deny that he was a Catholic.
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